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At-risk alcohol use is increasing among women and it has
been linked to important harm to their health. However,
the effectiveness of brief intervention (BI) among women
is unclear. Research on the most effective components of
those interventions in the female population is necessary,
especially in low and middle income countries. The aim
of this study was to evaluate the impact of a BI, carried
out among women in a household community setting, on
their alcohol consumption. Participants were enrolled
through a household survey, using a probabilistic sample
of 905 adult women in the city of Juiz de Fora, Brazil.
The 61 (6.7%) women who screened positive for at-risk
drinking (AUDIT score ≥ 8) were randomly allocated to
one of two groups: the Intervention Group (n=32), which
received one single session of BI carried out in the house-
hold setting after screening, or the Control Group (n=29)
which did not receive BI. After three months, 46 (75.4%)
participants completed the follow-up interview (23 in
each group). All participants received an informative leaf-
let, and the Intervention Group received a 15-40 minute
BI, which provided information on the adverse conse-
quences of alcohol and strategies to help moderate con-
sumption. Participants of both groups decreased their
alcohol consumption after three months. The interven-
tion group decreased the mean AUDIT score from 12.4
to 9.4, while the control group reduced from 10.6 to 7.5.
Preliminary analyzes using general linear modelling indi-
cate that there was no difference between the Interven-
tion Group and the Control Group in relation to the
main outcome (total AUDIT score). Although no differ-
ence was found between groups, the results of this study

are not conclusive and may reflect the small sample size
of the trial. More studies are needed to better estimate
the effectiveness of BI among women in a household
setting.
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